Florida Developmental Disabilities Council

Child Developmental Screening Initiative

Menu of Statewide Developmental Screening Tools

Background

A thorough review of the use of developmental screening tools in Florida has been completed.  Through prior work, including the work completed by the Policy Group for Florida’s Families and Children for the Florida Children and Youth Cabinet, and the work of this project, information is available documenting the most frequently used tools and the appropriateness of each tool.

Table 1 provides an overview of the tools used in Florida by agencies and organizations most frequently involved in screening young children.  Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ-3) is the most frequently used screening tool in Florida. Part C (Early Steps) and Part B use the Battelle Developmental Inventory, 2nd edition (BDI-2) and the Early Learning Accomplishment Profile in addition to the ASQ.  Other screening and assessment instruments may be utilized based on specific needs and findings from the initial screening.  The American Academy of Pediatrics, through work with the Bright Futures Initiative supported by the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, advises pediatricians on screening tools, protocols, and processes.  The Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS), the ASQ-3, the ASQ-Social Emotional, the Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers (M-CHAT), and the Denver Developmental are the most frequently used tools in pediatrician offices.  

Table 1.  Overview of Screening Tools Used in Florida

	Program
	ASQ-3
	BDI 2 Screener
	BDI-2
	Denver I
	Denver II
	ELAP
	Others

	Newborn Screening 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Blood tests, hearing test

	Healthy Start
	*
	 
	 
	 
	*
	 
	 

	Healthy Families
	*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Early Head Start
	*
	 
	 
	*
	 
	 
	Galileo Assessment Technology; Galileo K-12 Online

	Head Start
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Accuscreen; Galileo Assessment Technology and Galileo K-12 Online

	Early Steps
	*
	 
	*
	 
	 
	*
	Developmental Assessment of Young Children; Hawaii Early Learning Profile for Infants and Toddlers; Assessment Evaluation and Programming System for Infants and Children.

	Department of Education (Part B)
	*
	*
	*
	 
	 
	*
	Other appropriate tools as needed 

	Child Care/School Readiness
	*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Use of ASQ-Social Emotional in some areas

	Voluntary Prekindergarten
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	None required

	Kindergarten
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Kindergarten Readiness Screener

	Children's Services Councils
	*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Varies among councils

	Department of Children and Families Family Safety
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No specific tool required; children under the age of three are referred to Early Steps; children in out-of-home care are required to have a child health check-up within 72 hours and are Medicaid eligible

	Children's Medical Services
	*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	No specific tool required

	Medicaid/Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	No specific tool required

	Pediatricians
	*
	 
	 
	*
	 
	 
	Parents' Evaluation of Developmental Status, ASQ-Social Emotional, M-CHAT


A thorough review of the availability, scope, and appropriateness of various screening tools has also been completed (see Table 2 for an overview).  This information underscores the appropriateness of the most frequently used screening instruments in Florida.  Although the instruments differ in comprehensiveness and potential purposes (e.g., the BDI-2 assessment is designed as a more intensive child assessment in follow-up to screening, in addition to the use of the BDI-2 Screening Test for the sole purpose of screening), all are appropriate screening tools based on the most current information.  Users are encouraged to contact the publishers for the most recent information and additional detail.

	Instruments at a Glance

	Ages and Stages Questionnaire-3
	The primary purpose is to help screen infants and young children for developmental delays during their first 5 years. The ASQ includes comprehensive initial screening, monitoring and identification of areas needing further assessment, and parent education and involvement. It can also be used to monitor at-risk children. The use of the ASQ screening program should result in the efficient and accurate identification of infants and young children who will benefit from further evaluation and, if needed, timely intervention. The ASQ instrument is a comprehensive, first-level screening program that can be used to assess large numbers of children. It was specifically developed to be easy to administer, inexpensive, and appropriate for diverse populations.

	 
	 

	Battelle Developmental Inventory (2nd Edition)
 
	Use of the instrument can help to depict child progress in intervention programs, identify children with special needs, and provide a comprehensive analysis of functional capabilities. There are also adaptations for children with disabilities. This instrument is based on the concept of milestones. That is, a child typically develops by attaining critical skills or behaviors in a certain sequence, and the acquisition of each skill generally depends upon the acquisition of the preceding skills. 

The instrument was designed to be used for screening, child assessment, and group assessment for the purposes of program evaluation and program accountability. The instrument merges norm-based, curriculum-based, and adaptive features into one instrument. It incorporates curriculum referencing and linking assessment, intervention, and evaluation. It is helpful in identifying a child's patterns of strengths and weaknesses. Some caution is needed in interpreting scores because of the small number of items in most subdomains.

The BDI-2 Screening Test consists of a subset of test items from the full BDI-2 item pool.  The scoring procedures are similar to those of the full BDI-2, but cutoff scores are provided to aid in identification of children who may need additional follow up.



	 
	 

	Early Learning Accomplishment Profile
	The Early-LAP provides a systematic method for observing child functioning. The main purpose is to assist teachers, clinicians, and parents in assessing individual skill development in 6 domains. Major features of the Early-LAP are that it can enable teachers to plan activities for individuals or groups, monitor developmental progress, and can help to facilitate the identification of potential delays. The Early-LAP facilitates the planning of intervention strategies, supports a child’s development at home, and fulfills Early Head Start requirements.

	 
	 

	Parents' Evaluation of Developmental Status
	PEDS is designed to elicit and address parents' concerns about their child's development and health. Parents are asked to answer ten questions. The questions elicit the parents' perspectives on their child for each developmental domain including health issues such as sleeping and eating, vision, and hearing.

	 
	 

	Denver-II Developmental Screening Test 
	Directly administered tool; designed to screen expressive and receptive language, gross motor, fine motor, and personal-social skills; results in risk category (normal, questionable, abnormal) 


Conclusions and Recommendations

In addition to the identification of children with special needs, one of the goals of the Child Developmental Screening Initiative is to build a statewide screening system that builds comfort about screening for families and assists families in better understanding their child’s development.  To this end, consistency in use of screening tools is an important strategy.  Ages and Stages Questionnaire-3 is an industry standard, easy to administer, inexpensive, and appropriate for diverse populations.  ASQ-3 is research validated and is Florida’s most common tool for screening children’s development.  Efforts should focus on developing public awareness regarding ASQ, encouraging programs and services offering developmental screenings to use ASQ-3 and coordinate screenings with other family support organizations, and ensuring a consistent referral and follow-up process based on ASQ screening results.

Additional screening tools provide important options and ensure greater comprehensiveness and appropriateness for various purposes.  The Battelle Developmental Inventory-2nd edition, the Early Learning Accomplishment Profile, Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status, and Denver Developmental Screening are additional screening instruments frequently used in Florida, and these instruments should be included in the Menu of Statewide Developmental Screening Tools.

Note:  This document provides recommendations for policymakers and organizational leaders to consider in making choices regarding child screening tools.  Decision makers are encouraged to review all tool options and up-to-date information prior to making final determinations.
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